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LETTER 


T  O 

Dr.  FREINR 


H  O’  the  F ajhion  of  Ino-* 
dilating  the  Small  Pox 
has  fo  far  prevail  'd,  as 
to  be  admitted  into  the 
greateft  Families,  yet  I  entirely 
concur  with  You  in  Opinion,  that, 
till  we  have  fuller  Evidence  of  the 
Succefs  of  it,  both  with  regard  to 

A  a  the 


SIR,, 
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the  Security  of  the  Operation,  and 
the  Certainty  of  preventing,  the 
like  Diftemper  from  any  other 
Caufe,  Phylicians  at  leaft,  who  of 
all  Men  ought  to  be  guided  in  their 
Judgments  chiefly  by  Experience, 
lbou’d  not  be  over  hafty  in  encou¬ 
raging,  a  Practice,  which  does  not 

o  7 

feem  as  yet  fufficiently  iupported 
either  by  Reafon,  or  by  Fa6f.  Nor 
is  it  only  neceffary  to  enquire  in¬ 
to  the  Manner  of  the  feveral  re¬ 
peated  Tryals  on  Perfons  of  diffe¬ 
rent  Ages,  Sexes,  and  Conftitutions, 
in  different  Seafons  of  the  Year, 
and  in  different  Climates,  but  to 
examine  the  Nature  of  Infufing 
iuch  a  Fluid  into  the  Blood,  as  is 
the  Matter  contain’d  in  the  Puf- 
tules  of  the  Small  Pox,  and  what 
Ccniequences  it  may  produce. 
Other:  People  may  be  latisfied  with 

being 


being  told,  that  the  Operation  is 
fuccefsful ;  but  Phyficians,  I  fhou’d 
think,  cannot  with  Prudence  give 
into  any  thing  which  is  the  pe cu-  , 
liar  SubjeH  of  their  Profeffion, 
merely  becauie  it  has  been  cry’d  up 

by  thole  who  are  no  Phyficians, 
and  have  not  the  leaft  Knowledge 
of  Diltempers. 

The  Countrey  from  whence  we 
deriv’d  this  Experiment,  will  have 
but  very  little  Influence  on  our 
Faith,  if  we  confider  either  the 
Nature  of  the  Climate,  or  the  Ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  Inhabitants ;  and 
Pofterity  perhaps  will  fcarcely  be 
brought  to  believe,  that  an  Expe¬ 
riment  practiced  only  by  a  few  Ig¬ 
norant  Women ,  amongfl:  an  illite¬ 
rate  and  unthinking  People,  fhou’d 
on  a  fudden,  and  upon  a  (lender  Ex- 

1  perience 
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perience,  fo  far  obtain  in  one  of  the 
Politeft  Nations  in  the  World,  as 
to  be  receiv’d  into  the  R»oyal  "Pa¬ 
lace . 

Thofe  from  whom  we  borrow¬ 
ed  it,  cannot  give  any  tolerable  re¬ 
lation  of  the  Fa£t ;  thofe  who  un¬ 
derwent  it,  had  the  Advantage  of  a 
warm  Climate,  living  on  a  fpare 
Diet,  and  in  the  lowed:  manner, 
aim  oft  without  the  common  Ne- 
ceffaries  of  Life.  Thofe  again  who 
brought  it  to  us,  are  either  little 
capable  of  Judging  of  the  Nature 
of  the  Cafe ;  or  if  they  are,  they 
have  given  us  feveral  falfe  De¬ 
scriptions  of  it ;  and  thofe  at 
length  on  whom  this  Operation  is 
now  perform’d,  live  in  a  more 
luxurious  manner  than  the  Slaves 
in  Greece  and  Afia^  and  their  Blood 

abounds 
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abounds  with  Particles  more  fuf- 
eeptible  of  Inflammation. 

•v  d*  f 

Our  Blood,  if  we  fpeak  of  it  as 
National,  is  the  Product  of  the 
richeft  Diet ;  nor  have  even  the 
meanefl:  of  our  People  the  greatefl: 
Reputation  for  their  Abftinence  ; 
and  if  inoculating  may  have  fuc- 
ceeded  in  Georgia  and  Circaffia, 
where  it  took  its  Birth ,  ’tis  no  Ar¬ 
gument  it  can  be  tranlplanted  to  us 
with  Succefs,  or  Naturalized  to  our 
Advantage. 

i  - 

The  Manner  by  which  Conta¬ 
gion  is  propagated,  is  the  fame  in 
this,  as  in  Bejlilential  Difeales,  on¬ 
ly  in  a  lefs  Degree,  and,  as  an  ele¬ 
gant  *  Author  on  that  Subject  ob- 
ferves,  they  are  th e  finejl,  the  mod 

'volatile, 

*  Fracaflorius  lib*  i.  de  Contagione  cap,  y*  &  p. 
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volatile ,  and  indeed  infenfiUe  Par¬ 
ticles  of  the  Animal  Juices,  that 
are  the  moft  Penetrating,  and  con- 
fequently  the  moft  Contagious. 
And  as  in  the  Small  Pox  thefe 
adive  Particles  are  convey’d  from 
the  di  Ceas’d,  and  receiv’d  into  the 
Mouth  and  Noftrils,  and  perhaps 
thro’  the  Pores  of  a  Body  that  is 
Sound,  they  immediately  Taint 
the  Blood  and  Juices,  and  In  fed 
the  Perfon,  who  receives  them.  But 
the  Symptoms  are  more  or  lefs, 
and  the  Diftemper  appears  in  a 
greater  or  a  lefs  Degree,  according 
to  the  State  of  the  Blood  at  the 
time  of  the  Infedion.  If  the 
Blood  is  in  fuch  a  Condition  as  to 
be  extremely  fufceptible  of  Con¬ 
tagion,  the  Small  Pox  may  prove 
of  the  Confluent  Kind,  and  be  at¬ 
tended  with  the  worft  Symptoms ; 

but 

-  v  V-i.  ** 
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but  If  there  is  Jittle  or  no  fueli 
Difpolition  in  that  Fluid,  the 
Difeafe  may  be  next  to  nothing, 
or  of  the  diftindt  fort,  mild  and 
eafy,  Carried  off  with  a  flight 
girnen^  and  perhaps  without  Me* 
dicine. 

There  is  fcarcely,!  believe, fo  great 
a  difference  between  any  two  Di- 
ftempers  in  the  World,  as  between 
the  bell  and  word  fort  of  Small 
Pox,  in  refpeft  to  the  Danger 
which  attends  them  *  nor  perhaps 
is  there  any  thing  that  has  been 
more  prejudicial  and  unfortunate 
to  many  Families,  than  the  MF 
flakes  which  have  arifen  from  their 
Want  of  knowing  this  difference ‘ 
So  true  is  that  common  ObfervatF 
on,  that  there  is  one  fort  in  which 
a  Nurfe  cannot  Ktll7  and  another 

B  which 
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which  even  a  Phyfician  can  never 
Cure.  ' 

But  of  what  Nature  foever  thefe 
Principles  of  Contagion  are,  or 
whatfoever  may  be  the  real  Caufes 
of  the  Small  Pox,  ’tis  plain  that  by 
this  method  Infection  is  convey’d 
and  propagated ;  and  if  we  cou’d  be 
aflur’d  that  the  Diftemper  would 
not  be  equally  uncertain  by  Inocu¬ 
lation,  according  to  the  Nature  of 
the  injected  Matter,  or  the  Difpo- 
fition  of  the  Fluids,  in  the  Perfon 
who  receives  it,  fo  that  it  wou’d 
conftantly  prove  of  the  mildeft 
kind,  it  wou’d  no  doubt  be  a  very 

rational  and  ufeful  Practice. 

♦ 

If  we  confult  our  Reafon  and 
Experience  as  to  the  Manner  of  the 
Operation,  lam  afraid,  we  Ihall 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely  find  it  fufficient  to  anfvver 
this  purpofe ;  or  rather  we  may 
find  it  a  more  unlikely,  as  well 
as  a  more  uncertain  Method  to  give 
the  fame  fort  of  Contagion,  than 
that  which  Nature  has  purfued. 

The  very  choice  that  is  made  of 
a  thick  furulent  Matter  to  inter¬ 
mix  immediately  with  the  Blood, 
feems  a  little  repugnant  to  our  Rea- 
fon,  fince  we  know  that  the  Parti¬ 
cles  have  fuch  a  different  Contex¬ 
ture,  and  fuch  different  Powers  to 
attract.  The  famous  Experiment 
oitransfufmg  the  Blood  of  one  Ani¬ 
mal  into  the  Veflels  of  another, 
which  is  now  almoll  forgot  among 
us,  was  once  as  much  in  Vogue, 
and  flood  methinks  upon  a  more 
probable  Foundation,  than  the  ino¬ 
culation  of  Matter;  for  the  blended 

B  a  Particles 
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Particles  of  Blood  with  Blood, 
may,  in  all  reafon,  be  thought 
more  likely  to  unite,  and  lefs  liable 
to  raife  Commotions.  Nor  will 
the  ‘Precedents  we  have  of  in- 

L. 

fuling  other  Liquors  into  the  Blood 
from *  *  Fabritius ,  Dr.  Lower.  Sir_E. 

'  i  *  l 

King y  and  others,  at  all  encourage 
this  method  of  Inoculating.  On 
the  contrary,  their  Experiments  in¬ 
form  us,  that  Oil  of  JFitriol  or  Mer¬ 
cury  thus  injedled,  will  caufe  im¬ 
mediate  Death  ;  that  purging  Me¬ 
dicines  fo  injeded  will  Purge ;  and 
that  Mr.  Smith  in  the  Hofpital  at 
Dantzich ,  infus’d  a  Preparation  of 
his  own,  in  the  flux’d  fort  of  the 
Small  Pox,  into  two  Perfons,  one 
of  whom  recovered,  and  the  other 

i  ,  '  *  i  "  !  ^ 

1*  1  l  ■*  .  *  i  »  *  » 

died. 

1  1  The 

♦ 

rr-TTfiV^r  -r-Tra? . .  1  fl" 

*  Lowthorp’*  Abridgment  of  the  Philofophical 
Tranfa£lions,  VoL  3,  from  pag,  2,283  to  pag.  235, 
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The  only  Inftance  we  have  of 
Injecting  a  Diftemper,  is, *  *  tranf- 
fufing  the  Blood  of  a  Mangey  Dog 
into  a.  found  one,  by  Mr.  Com,  which 
inftead  of  communicating  the  Di¬ 
ftemper  to  the  well  Dog,  never 
hurt  him ;  and  the  Mangey  Dog 
that  had  the  Blood  of  the  found 
one  transfus’d  into  him,  was 
cur’d ;  which  he  hjmfelf  attri¬ 
butes,  and  not  without  Reafon,  to 
bleeding.  But  thefe  curious  Gen¬ 
tlemen  contented  themfelves  with 
trying  Experiments  upon  Brutes  ; 
it  never  came  into  their  Heads  to 

*  .  *  •  >v  1  '  * 

take  the  Work  out  of  Nature’s 
Hands,  and  raife  Diftempers  by 
Art  in  a  Human  Body.  They 

thought  Pbyficians  had  enough  to 

do 

A  •• 

*  Lowthorp’s  Abridgment,  Vol,  3,  pag,  aap0 
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do  in  curing  Difeafes,  which  are 
naturally  incident  to  Mankind. 

We  need  not,  Sir,  look  out 
for  any  Inftances  of  the  ill  Effects, 
which  luch  a  Way  of  conveying 
infectious  Particles  into  the  circu¬ 
lating  Fluids  will  produce.  Thole 
of  our  Trofejjlon ,  mull  be  by  their 
own  Experience  convinc’d,  of  the 
fatal  Confequences  of  this  very 
Matter  it  felf  returning  into  the 
Blood,  in  the  very  heighth  of  the 
flux  Small  Pox,  where  there  fel- 
dom  is  a  full  and  fufficient  difcharge 
by  the  Skin  ;  and  fee  every  Day 
what  terrible  Symptoms  fuch  a 
Mixture  of  purulent  Matter  raifes. 
in  this  Cafe,  the  Condition  of  the 
Patient,  tho’  he  efcapes  with  his 
Life,  is  very  miferable ;  who  af¬ 
ter  palling  thro’  the  Danger  of  a 

violent 
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violent  Fever,  Convulfions ,  Deli¬ 
rium ,  8cc.  very  often,  even  when 
he  is  recover’d  of  the  Diftemper 
it  felf,  feels  the  Confequences  of 
it,  In  'Tumours ,  Ulcers ,  and  Im- 
foflhumes.  So  prejudicial  is  the 
want  of  a  full  Difcharge  by  the 
Skin :  And  one  may  always  ob- 

ferve  in  this  artificial  Method 

* 

(even  where  the  Diftemper  is  the 
faireft  and  moft  kindly)  that  the 
Puftules  fcarce  ever  plump  up  to 
that  degree,  or  contain  fo  laudable 
a  Matter ,  as  they  do  in  the  natural 
fort. 

.  r  \  ? 

One  would  think  whoever  was 
Mafter  of  this  Experience,  or  of 
any  Knowledge  in  the  Animal 
Oeconomy ,  would  be  little  for¬ 
ward  in  intermeddling  in  this 
Practice.  For  as  thefe  Vifcid  Par¬ 
ticles, 
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tides  have  never  undergone  any 
alteration  in  the  Stomach,  the  In- 
teftines,  the  Ladeals,  or  the  Blood 
of  the  Perfon  they  are  convey’d 
into,  fo  they  occafion,  we  fee, 
great  Diforders,  till  they  are  ex- 
pel’d  by  fome  natural  Secretion, 
or  fome  preternatural  Difcharge. 
If  they  are  not  difcharged  by  Stool, 
Urine,  infertllble  Perfpiration,  the 
Salivary  Glands,  or  fome  other 
Strainers,  they  will  break  thro5 
the  Glands  of  the  Skin  in  little 
Eruptions  like  the  Small  Pox. 
Nor  am  I  of  Opinion  that  the 
Matter  taken  from  thefe  Puftules, 
is  the  only  Matter  that  will  have 
this  Effed ;  but  that  which  is 
inoculated  from  a  Boil ,  or  any 
other  Impojihume ,  will  produce 
Eruptions  in  the  Skin. 


}; 


% 


(  «7  ) 

By  the  Account  Dr  Mettleton 
gives, -as  alfo  by  the  beft  Obfer- 
vation  upon  thofe  who  have  been 
inoculated  in  this  City,  fcarcely  a 
fourtb'part  of  them  have  had  a  true 
and  Genuine  Small  Pox.  And  ’tis 
fo  far  from  certain,  that  the  Seeds 
of  this  Diftemper,  thus  tranfplant- 
ed  from  one  Perfon  to  another, 
will  always  produce  the  fame 
Difeafe,  that  our  Experience  here 
convinces  us  to  the  contrary ;  And 
this  is  agreeable  to  what  happens 
frequently  in  other  Cafes.  . 

We  often  fee,  if  we  confult  Na¬ 
ture,  that  a  Diftemper  may  com¬ 
municate  fome  Infection,  and  yet 
the  Diftemper  fo  communicated, 
may  have  a  quite  different  Appea¬ 
rance.  There  are  Examples  for  In- 
ftance,  where  a  Gonorrhea  has  given 

C  a 
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a  true  Pox ,  and  where  a  Pott 
on  the  other  hand  has  given 
a  rrieer  Gonorrhoea  y  and  tho* 
both  have  a  Power  of  Infe&ion, 
yet  neither  by  Univocal  Generation , 
fo  as  to  be  lure  of  conveying  one 
of  its  own  Species.  Thus  alfo 
’tis  common  for  a  Fever  of  ano¬ 
ther  Nature,  at  firft,  to  run  into  the 
Fever  of  the  Seafon,  which  is  then 
Epidemical  ‘  and  even  the  ‘Plague 
it  felf  fometimes,  efpecially  at  the 
latter  End,  Contagious  as  it  is, 
communicates  only  a  Malignant 
Fever  in  a  much  lefs  degree,  and 
with  different  Symptoms.  So  Au> 
thors  have  oblerv’d,  that  an  Ele- 
phantiafis  has  by  Infection  con-* 
vey’d  a  Leprofy  only,  and  a  Le- 
profy  only  an  Itch :  Diftempers 
very  diftindl  from  one  another, 
tho’  in  fome  general  Circumftan- 

ces 
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ces  alike.  And  accordingly,  though 
the  real  Small  Pox  be  ingrafted 
by  Incifion,  yet  there  is  no  Rea- 
font  in  Nature,  and  we  fee  Expe¬ 
rience  confirms  it,  but  that  it  may 

produce  an  Eruption  of  quite  ano¬ 
ther  fort,  as  perhaps  a  Chicken 
Tax,  or,  as  frequently  is  obferv’d, 
fome  kind  of  Pimples  that  ne¬ 
ver  advance  to  any  Maturation  at 
all. 

But  if  this  furulent  Matter  has 
a  Power  to  in  fed  and  to  give  the 
Small  Pox,  as  fometimes  it  does, 
yet  we  know  not  the  proper  Dofe 
that  is  requifite  to  do  the  Bufinefs. 
We  ought  unqueftionably  to  have 
fome  certainty  of  the  Efficacy  and 
A&ivity  of  the  Poyfon  we  infule  ; 
otherwife  we,  who  are  the  Guar- 
dians  of  Life  and  Health,  may* 

pot 
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not  unjuftly,  be  charg’d  with 
acting  like  Empirics,  and  with 
throwing  away  the  Lives  of  Man¬ 
kind  at  all  Adventures.  He  would 
be  accounted  rather  a  common 
Murderer  than  a  Phyfician,  who 
is  ignorant  of  the  2 )ofe  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  Purge,  or  the  proper  Quantity 
of  Blood  to  take  away  upon  any 
occafion.  But  in  this  Cafe,  where 
half  a  Grain  is  fometimes  fuffici- 
ent  to  deftroy  us,  certainly  it 
would  be  very  irrational  to  pro¬ 
ceed  without  adjufting  the  Trapor- 
tion ,  and  being  fure  of  the  Quan¬ 
tity  we  injeft.  As  this  Affair  is 
manag’d  at  prefent,  the  Inocula- 
tors  go  on  without  knowing  the 
Tofes  for  Adults,  or  Children  * 
and  a  Child. of  Three  Tears  old  is 
inoculated  with  the  fame  Quanti¬ 
ty,  as  a  Man  of  Thirty ,  without 

any 
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any  manner  of  Regard  to  thefe  Di- 
ftindtions. 

But  if  the  moffc  fuMe  and  moft 
aiBive  Particles  are  fitteft  for  the 
Conveyance  of  the  Contagion,  our 
Inoculators,  by  injecting  the  more 
vifcid  Pus ,  have  rather  fpoil’d 
than  amended  the  Experiment- 
Had  they  perform’d  it,  as  Pylarini 
acquaints  us,  by  dipping  Needles 
into  the  Matter,  and  running  them 
thro’  the  Skin,  they  might  have 
been  furer  of  Infedting,  tho’  not 
Purer  of  the  Confequence.  Nor 
can  I  agree,  from  what  we  have 
already  obferved  of  the  Nature  of 
this  Matter,  and  the  Commoti¬ 
ons  it  railes  in  the  Blood,  with 

what  Dr.  P’imont  has  afferfed,  that, 
as  thefe  vifcid  Particles  are  blunt¬ 
ed  and  rendred  obtufe  and  lefs 

■  adtive 
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active,  the  Experiment  may  be 
praCtifed  with  the  more  fafety ; 
unlefs  we  are  to  underhand  by  it, 
that  as  fometimes  they  carry  no 
Contagion  in  them,  they  frequent¬ 
ly  have  no  EffeCt  at  all.  For  the 
nearer  they  approach  the  natural 
Method  of  propagating  the  Infecti¬ 
on,  by  the  finer  and  more  Minute 
Particles,  the  more  likely  they  are 
to  give  it.  Hence  in  the  Bite  of 
a  Vifer^  the  (harp  and  pointed 
Salts  in  the  emitted  Juice,  con¬ 
vey  the  Poifon  effectually  •  And 
as  this  is  an  Experiment  of  the 
like  Conveyance,  tho’  of  a  lefs 
degree  of  Poifon  into  the  Blood, 
the  moft  refin’d  and  penetrating 
Particles  will  fooner  do  it,  than 
a  load  of  grofs  and  heavy  Bus. 
What  Dr.  Mettleton  informs  us  of, 
is  a  farther  Confirmation  of  this 

Argil- 
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ineiit,  that  '  by  only  rubbing  a 
Pledget  with  a  little  Matter  on  it, 
over  the  In  ci  lion,  he  was  furprifed 
to  lee  the  Eruption  of  the  Small 
Pox,  when  the  Quantity  of  the  im¬ 
bibed  Matter  could  not  be  above  the 
hundredth  fart  of  a  Grain.  And 
if  the  hundredth  part  of  a  Grain 
of  fuch  active  Particles,  is  fuffici- 
ent  to  give  a  diftin£t  Small  Pox, 
and  often  to  a  great  degree ;  is  it 
not  reafonable  to  believe,  that 
the  Quantity  of  a  Grain  may  be 
fometimes  enough  to  deftroy  the 

ftrongeft  Conftitution  ? 

*  /  »  f  *  . 

But,  fuppofing  we  were  fure  of 
the  Proportion  of  the  InfeSted 
Matter,  'tis  next  to  impoffible  to 
know  the  Difpolition  and  Apti¬ 
tude  of  the  Blood,  to  receive  the 

Infection 
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Infection  at  the  time  of  the  lo¬ 
ci  fion. 

For  my  part,  Sir,  I  cannot  com¬ 
prehend,  I  confefs,  in  what  man¬ 
ner  we  {hall  arrive  at  any  cer¬ 
tainty  in  this  Point;  and  how, 
when  we  have  inoculated  a  putrid 
Fever,  we  can  be  aflured  to  what 
heighth  it  fhall  rife,  or  what  num¬ 
ber  of  Puftules  it  lhall  throw  out ; 
Whether  it  lhall  terminate  in  a 
Diftemper  that  is  next  to  none, 
or  in  Death  it  felf,  when  we  nei¬ 
ther  know  the  Activity  of  the  Ve¬ 
nom  we  throw  in,  or  the  State  of 
the  Humours  in  the  Perfon  who 
receives  it :  And  certain  I  am, 
that  the  moft  zealous  Favourers 
of  this  Experiment  can  never  in¬ 
form  us,  which  of  their  Patients 

{hall 
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fliall  have  it  in  a  kindly  manner, 
and  which  not. 

For  as  to  the  Diftemper  which 
has  been  here  inoculated,  it  has 
been  various  and  irregular,  both  in 
its  Symptoms  and  Appearances, 
generally  difagreeing  from  the  na¬ 
tural  fort  of  Small  Pox,  and  often 
from  the  Defcription  the  Inocula- 
tors  firft  gave  us  of  the  Artificial 
One. 

Thofe  in  Newgate  you  remem¬ 
ber,  Sir,  were  inoculated  the  Ninth 
of  Auguft ,  by  an  Incilion  in  each 
Arm,  and  one  in  the  Leg.  The 
Incilions  were  long  and  large,  ex¬ 
cept  in  the  Man,  who  was  fuppofed 
to  have  had  the  Small  Pox  before ; 
tho’  I  don’t  underhand,  why,  when 
a  fair  Experiment  was  to  have 

D  been 
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been  try’d  before  us,  the  Incifioris 
were  not  .made  alike  in  all.  I  vi- 
lited  them  every  other  Day  from 
the  Tenth,  on  which  Day  and  the 
Twelfth,  I  found  them  very  well. 
On  the  Fourteenth,  they  had  fome 
Eruptions,  bearing  no  refemblance 
to  the  Small  Pox,  and  their  Inci- 
fions  were  inflam’d.  One  of  them 
complained  fhe  had  been  a  little 
Sick  ;  the  reft  faid,  they  were  very . 
well,  and  all  had  a  regular  Pulfe  and 
no  Fever.  The  Sixteenth,  the  Ap¬ 
pearances  were  the  fame  ;  and  they 
all  agreed  in  the  lame  Story,  that 
they  had  been  out  of  Order,  ex¬ 
cept  one  of  the  Women,  who  had 
forgot  it,  till  flic  was  put  in  mind 
by  Mrs.  North ,  the  eldeft  and 
jnoft  Matronly  of  the  Three,  up¬ 
on  which  fhe  recolle&ed,  (he  had 
been  Sick  and  in  Tain  the  Day  be¬ 
fore 
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fore.  However  they  were  all  well 
now :  Mrs.  North's  Pulfe  I  thought 
a  little  quicker  than  ufual ;  and 
Mrs.  Tfompon  had  a  perfect  little 
Boil, with  Matter  in  it,  on  her  Arm  ; 
which  had  been  the  fame  from  the 
firft  Day  of  Eruption,  contrary 
to  what  happens  in  a  true  Small 
Pox ;  this  was  the  only  Pimple 
fhe  had,  which  had  Matter  in 
it.  The  N  ineteenth,  one  of  the 

f  >  7 

Men ;  who  had  the  Goal  Diftemper 
and  an  Itch,  had  fome  Puftules 
with  Matter  in  them,  tho’  without 
any  Fever,  or  quicknefs  of  Pulfe. 
On  the  20th,  they  vanilhed  in  a 
manner;  fomeofthelncilions  were 
Fetter’d,  and  had  fome  digefted 
Matter. 

What  I  have  here  related,  Sir, 
you  was  an  Eye  witnefs  of,  as  well 

1  P?  as 
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as  my  felf ;  Befides,  you  may  re- 
member  that  the  Girl  in  New¬ 
gate ,  who  had  Cotton  dip’d  in  Mat¬ 
ter  rhruft  up  her  Noftrils,  had  as 
fair  a  Small  Pox  as  any  in  this 
Place,  except  the  Man  I  mention¬ 
ed.  All  thefe  had  but  few  Erup¬ 
tions  ;  and  there  are  Inftances  of 
Inoculation,  where  it  has  produc’d 
none.  In  Mr.  H — w’s  Cafe,  I  told 
you  of,  whom  I  attended  from  the 
Beginning  to  the  End,  he  never 
had  the  lead:  appearance  in  his 
Skin,  from  the  Day  he  was  Ino¬ 
culated,  which  is  now  near  Three 
Months ;  and,  I  am  inform’d,  the 
fame  difappointment  happen’d  in 
the  Son  of  a  certain  Nobleman. 

Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  in  the 
Cafes  mentioned,  there  was  no¬ 
thing  like  the  Small  Pox,  either  in 

Symptoms , 
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Symptoms ,  appearances ,  advancing 
the  Pujiules^  or  Courfe  of  the  2)i-  - 
Jlemper.  And  it  would  puzzle  any 
one  to  conceive  how  ’tis  poffible  the 
Small  Pox  can  ever  be  prevented 
by  it. 

The  Chichn  Pox  has  a  much 
nearer  Affinity  to  the  Small  Pox 
than  this,in  any  of  the  Inftances  we 
juft  now  mention’d,  and  bids  a  great 
deal  fairer  for  preventing  the  Di- 
ftemper,  yet  we  know  by  Experi¬ 
ence,  ’tis  no  preventive  at  all.  It  is  a 
raffi,  methinks,  and  over  hafty  Af- 
fertion  in  our  Inoculators,to  affirm, 
that  they  can  throw  out  fuch  a  kind 
of  Small  Pox  by  this  Experiment, 
as  (hall  certainly  prevent  it  for  the 
future;  when  we  know  no  Rea- 
-  fon,  nor  can  they  give  us  any,  why 
when  we  have  once  had  this  Di- 

ftemper 


ftemper  in  the  mod  regular  man¬ 
ner,  we  fhould  not  be  liable  to 
catch  it  a  Jecond  time.  Nor  indeed 
let  Inoculation  go  on  as  well  as  we 
could  wi(h5  can  we  be  ever  fatisfi- 
ed  of  this  Truth,  that  it  will-  fre > 
vent ,  without  the  Experience  of 
many  Years. 

If  the  Maxims  laid  down  by  the 
Patrons  of  Inoculation,  as  certain 
and  undoubted  Truths,  are  a  lit¬ 
tle  weigh’d  and  conlider’d,  we  lhall 
find  them  either  contradictory,  or 
falfe  in  FaCt,  or  like  what  we  have 
obferv’d  already,  without  any  Proof 
that  really  comes  up  to  the  Point. 
Their  firft  Rule,  that  the  inoculated 
Matter  ought  to  be  taken  from  a  good 
fort  only ,  is  fo  far  from  being  true, 
that  the  Children  of  a  certain  No* 
Me  Lord,  were  lately  ingrafted  from 

the 
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the  confluent  kind ;  and  thofe  in 
Newgate  from  a  Servant  who  had 
a  violent  Flux  fort,  as  you  very 
well  know,  and  who  Was  dead  be¬ 
fore  the  Inoculation  was  per¬ 
form’d. 

-  •  - .  ’  :  run 

The  next  Rule,  that  none  who 
have  had  the  natural  fort ,  can  ever 
catch  them  by  Inoculation ,  has  been 
likewife  contradi&ed  by  one  in 
St.  ’Thomas' s  Hofpital  ;  on  whom 
the  ‘Pimples  appear’d  rather  more 
fairly,  than  in  thofe  of  Newgate , 
tho’  the  Pits  in  his  Face  to  a  great 
degree, were  a  fufficient  Teftfimony, 
that  he  had  fuffer’d  before  from 
this  Diftemper.  ! 

■*  ■  »  t  z  ?  y  ■> 
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Another  of  their  Maxims,  that 
they  are  always  favourable ,  has 
been  fo  often  confuted  by  a  variety 

of 
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of  different  forts,  and  by  the  flux 
kind,  fo  frequently  appearing  in 
thofe  who  have  efcap’d,  as  well  as 
in  fome  who  have  unfortunately 
died  of  this  Difeafe ,  that  no  un¬ 
demanding  and  impartial  Perfon 
can  think  it  a  fecure  Practice. 
Both  Mr.  Sf — r,  and  the  Lord 
B — -fi’s  Servant^  who  have  feal- 
ed,  if  I  may  fay  fo,  the  falfity  of 
this  Afhorffm  with  their  Blood, 
are  woful  Inftances  of  the  fatal 
Effetts  of  this  Experiment.  If 
Mr.  Sf — r  died  of  any  thing,  he 
died  certainly  of  the  Small  Pox  ; 
nor  do  I  hear  of  any  Phyfician  that 
has  yet  been  prevail’d  upon  to  give 
his  Opinion  to  the  contrary.  He 
had  the  flux’d  kind  not  only  in  his 
Face,  but  in  fome  parts  of  his  Bo¬ 
dy.  On  the  Seventh  Day  he  had 
a  violent  fecond  Bcver,  and  foon 

after 


after  ftrong  Convulsions,  was  foiiie* 
times  Delirous,  and  continued  itl 
this  manner  till  he  died.  Upon 
Difle&ion  there  was  found  a  To* 
lyfus^  viz.  fome  coagulated  Blood 
in  the  Vefiels  of  the  Heart,  and 
fome  Water  in  the  Ventricles  of  his 
Brain.  Both  which  you  know. 
Sir,  are  frequently  inflantaneous 
appearances  in  the  very  Article  of 
Death. 

But  fuppoling  it  Should  be  grant" 
ed,  that  this  young  Gentleman  was 
of  a  weakly  Conftitution,  and 
therefore  unable  to  fupport  the 
load  of  fuch  a  Diftemper;  If  fo, 
why  was  the  Experiment  try’d 
upon  him  ?  However,  I  hope  the 
fame  will  not  be  laid  of  the  fe- 
cond  inftance  I  mention’d  :  he  was 
young,  ftrong,  and  healthful,  had 

E  no 
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no  Difeafebut  what  they  gave  him  ; 
the  Small  Pox  came  out  on  the 
ISlinth  Day  after  Inoculation,  were 
of  the  flux’d  kind  to  an  extreme 
Degree,  not  only  in  his  Face,  but 
on  his  Legs,  Arms$  arid  Thighs, 
and  all  over  his  Body :  But  few  of 
them  rofe  at  all ;  they  were  of  the 
i’curfy  kind,  and  moft  of  them 
were  dryed  white  Skins,  with  lit¬ 
tle  or  no  Matter  in  them.  He  died 
on  the  Eleventh  Day,  having  funk 
fome  time  before  into  a  great  diffi¬ 
culty  of  Breathing ;  his  Blood  was 
very  Sizey,  and  the  Lungs,  upon 
Difle&ion,  were  much  inflamed. 
A  fad  Example  of  the  Prelumpti- 
on,  as  well  as  Danger  of  this  Novel 
‘Practice,  and  of  the  great  good 
luck,  for  fure  merely  it  was  fo, 
that  none  of  the  Branches  of  that 
Noble  Family  were  loft  by  it. 

But 
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But  tho’  thefe,  as  far  as  we  with 
any  certainty  know,  may  be  the 
pnly  Examples  of  the  Misfortune 
of  this  Pradice  among  us,  yet 
by  Dr.  ‘Dolhonde's  Account  before 
the  feletf  Men  of  the  Town  of 
Boflon  in  New  Rngland ,  we  find 
this  Experiment  has  always  been 
attended  with  the  fame  uncertain¬ 
ty.  He  there  acquainted  them, 
that  about  Twenty  Five  Years  be¬ 
fore  he  faw  Thirteen  Soldiers  ino¬ 
culated  in  the  French  Army  at  Cre¬ 
mona,  of  which  Operation  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  Four  died,  Six  recor 
vered  with  abundance  of  difficulty 

*  l  *  w 

and  trouble,  and  that  on  the  other 
three  it  had  no  effefi.  The  firft 
yvho  were,  tho1  in  great  danger  of 
their  Lives,  recover’d,  he  Remarks, 

were  jeized  afterwards  with  Tu¬ 
mours  and  Inflammations  in  the 

E  2  Throat, 


^Throat ;  and  that  in  one  of  the 
firft  who  was  opened,  the  2 
fhragrn  was  found  Livid ,  the  Tan* 
creas  fweil'd ,  and  the  Caul  Gan- 
green  d. 

€  -  •  f  * 

You  may  obferve,  Sir,  in  this 
fbort  Relation  here  before  us,  we 
have  all  manner  of  uncertainty  in 
an  Experiment  which  ought  al¬ 
ways  to  be  nearly  Uniform  to  make 
it  Ufeful,  Here  the  fame  Opera¬ 
tion,  perform’d  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner, carries  with  it  no  Infection,  or 
Death,  or  a  tedious  Diftemper  next 
to  Death  :  And  no  doubt,  Sir,  but 
thefe  poor  unhappy  brave  fellows^ 
were  perfwaded  to  have  this 
Pra&ice  try’d  upon  them,  by  fome 
fanguine  Traveller  from  7  urkey , 
who, from  Hearfay  and  Report, was 
foni  of  broaching  it;  or  for  fome 

other 
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other  Reafons ,  was  ready  to  pawn 
his  Reputation  on  the  Safety  and 
the  Succefs  of  it ;  And  probably 
had  his  firft  Attempts  been  Succefs- 
ful,  he  would  foon  have  had 
Vouchers  and  ^Abettors  ready  to 
averr  his  Pradtice  j  and  if  any  one 
had  mifcarried  afterwards,  to  give 
out,  that  they  had  caught  the  N’a* 
turd  fort  before  they  were  inocu¬ 
lated.  And  ’tis  fomewhat  obferva- 
ble,  that  they  (hould  ufually  attri¬ 
bute  the  Infection  to  the  common 
way  of  catching  it,  and  have  re- 
courfe  to  hidden  and  precarious 
Reafons,  without  Proof ;  infucha 
Cafe,  when  the  Experiment  has 
been  openly  tryed,  and  is  indifpu- 
tably  a  plain  and  an  apparent  Caufe . 

However, the  Italians  and  French , 
we  find,  never  fwallowed  the  Bait, 

and 
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gad  I  have  often  wondred,  as  they 
were  nearer  Neighbours  to  this 
Pradh'ce,  and  as  fond  of  Novelty  as 
our  felves,  that  they  fhould  never 
enter  into  thefe  preventing  Mea¬ 
sures  ;  fince.it  would  have  been  hap* 
py  for  the  lajl ,  and  for  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  in particular, had  the  Ijfue  of 
this  Experiment  been  always,  as  has 
been  confidently  averted,  Salutary, 

It  was.  Sir,  another  of  their  A- 
phorifms,  that  there  was  no  Conta¬ 
gion  from  the  inoculated  fort  j  and 
an  Inoculator  confefles,  he  was  fur- 
prized  in  the  Family  of  Mr.  Batt 
near  Hertford ,  to  fee  fix  Terfons, 
of  whom  one  died ,  catch  the  Infe&i- 
on  in  this  manner.  And  I  am  well 
informed  by  Perfons  of  unqueftio- 
nable  Reputation,  that  the  Town 
)f  Hertford  is  a  lamentable  Evi¬ 
dence 
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'deuce  of  the  Danger  of  this  Practice., 
where  the  Diftemper  was  fpread 
by  it  to  that  degree,  as  not  only  to 
inake  an  havock  of  the  Inhabitants, 
but  to  hinder  the  Commerce  of  the 
place.  Thus  the  Operator  has  it 
in  his  Power  to  convey  the  Small 
Pox  to  diftant  Places  and  Perfons, 
who  neither  avow  his  Practice,  or 
defire  his  Experiment :  And  if  ’tis 
poffible  that  the  ingrafted  Vox  can 
be  fo  poyfonous  as  to  communicate 
certain  Death  to  all  around,  by 
this  method,  they  may  Ingraft  as 
violent  a  Tlague ,  as  has  been  known 
among  us. 

4  r  •  *  * 
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How  far  the  Legiflature  may 
think  fit  to  interpofe,  in  order  to 
prevent  fuch  an  artificial  way  of 
depopulating  a  Country ,  is  not  my 
Province  to  determine ;  but  if  any 

one 
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one  fliould  wilfully  fet  an  Houfe  on 
Fire,  and  from  thence  lay  the 
Neighbourhood  in  Allies ;  tho’  in 
the  firft  Houfe  it  fliould  be  happily 
extinguiflied,  he  would  unqueftio- 
nably  be  accounted  guilty  of  burn¬ 
ing  down  the  whole ,  and  receive 
Punilhment  fuitable  to  fo  general 
a  Dejlruffion. 

'  5,  Jr 

But  after  all,  Sir,  if  this  Expe¬ 
riment  at  laft  fliould  not  prevent 
the  Small  Pox  for  the  future,  we 
are  worfe  than  when  we  firft  fet 
out,  and  have  run  the  rilque  of 
our  Childrens  Lives,  and  our  own, 
to  no  purpofe. 

a  \ 
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This  was  their  chief  and  main 
jhdom,  the  Foundation  of  the  refly 
that  none ,  who  have'  been  inoculated , 
can  ever  catch  the  natural  fort  after  j 

which 
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which  Teems  to  be  dire&ly  con¬ 
tradicted  in  the  Cates  of  the 
Daughter  of  Mr.  Degrave ,  a  Sur» 
geon,  and  Captain  Hujfart,  The 
firft  you  know,  Sir,  is  a  Girl 
of  Twelve  Years  old,  inoculated 
with  fome  others,  above  Three 
Months  lince:  She  had  feveral  E- 
ruptions,  as  her  Parents  affirm’d, 
fomewhat  like  a  Rajh ,  attended 
with  frequent  flu/bings ,  which  the 
Inoculator  call’d  the  Small  Pox, 
and  allur’d  them  Hie  was  fecur’d 
from  ever  having  it  again )  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prevailing  Dodrine , 
Ihe  was  return’d  Home, as  one  great 
Inflame  of  this  fuccefsful  Method. 
However,  file  lingred  on  for  the 
fpace  of  Three  Months  in  an  ill 
State  of  Health ;  fometimes  break¬ 
ing  out  into  Boils  and  Pimples ; 
and  about  the  Tenth  of  May  la  ft 

F  catching 
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catching  Cold,  fhe  was  feized  with 
a  Pain  in  her  Head  and  Bach ,  and 
fell  into  the  Symptoms  preceding 
the  natural  Small  Pox.  On  the 
'Third  Day  they  appear’d,  and  her 
Symptoms  vanilhing,  andthePuf- 
tules  being  kindly  and  diftinft,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  regular  advances  of 
this  Difeafe,  they  came  to  a  full  Ma¬ 
turation  the  Seventh  Day  after  the 
Eruption.  We  both  faw  her  on 
that  very  Day,  and  were  entirely 
fatisfy’d,  by  the  Nature  and  Courfe 
of  the  Diftemper,  and  the  appea¬ 
rance  of  the  Tujlules ,  that  if  was  a 
true  diflinfi  Small  Pox.  And  to 
me,  I  confefs,  one  Example  of  this 
kind  deftroys  the  certainty  of 
Inoculation’s  preventing  the  Small 
Pox,  as  much  as  a  thoufand.  Nor 
did  I  ever  fee  an  Itch  with  a  Fever ^ 

and 
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and  tbefe  Symptoms ,  tho’  fhe  has 
fince  that  Diftemper  on  her. 

What  I  would  infer  from  this 
Cafe  is,  that  if  fhe  had  the  Small 
Pox,  or  what  they  call  fo,  by  Ino¬ 
culation,  ’tis  plain  ’tis  no  preven¬ 
tive.  and  that  ’tis  as  much  catching 
afterwards,  as  if  (he  never  had  it 
by  Jngraftment.  If  'tis  denied  fhe 
had  it  by  Inoculation,  ’tis  equally 
as  evident,  that  the  Experiment 
is  good  for  nothing,  of  no  Ef¬ 
fect,  and  absolutely  ujelefs.  How¬ 
ever  this  is  plain,  that  it  ingrafted 
on  her  fuch  an  ill  Habit  of  Body, 
that  had  the  Morbific  Matter,  in- 
ftead  of  breaking  out  into  Boils  ani 
Jmpojlhumes ,  and  after  that  perhaps 
into  the  Itch  it  felj ,  been  thrown 
upon  the  Lungs ,  or  any  other  //’z- 
tal  part,  a  long  and  tedious  Dileafe, 

-  F  o  or 
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or  inevitable  Death  mull  have  been 
the  Confcquence. 

.  •  •  S  V  •  ;  — 

5Tis  indeed  from  this  Confidera- 
tion  chiefly,  that  we  ought  to  be 
extremely  Cautious  of  this  Experi¬ 
ment.  For  as  there  is  no  Man  but; 
has  fome  Imbecility,  fome  little 
Weaknefs  more  in  one  part  than 
another,  fo  Diftempers,  Sir,  you 
are  fenflble,  often  prove  fatal  by 
finding  out  the  foible  of  our  Con- 
ftitution,  and  attacking  us  in  the 
moft  unguarded  flares.  Nor  is  it 
any  excufe  in  fuch  a  Cafe  to  pre¬ 
tend,  that  the  Death  of  the  Patient 
is  owing  rather  to  the  Canflitution , 
than  to  the  ‘Difeafe;  fince  a  Surge¬ 
on  ought  no  more  to  Inoculate  in  an 
ill  Habit  of  Body,  than  he  ought 
to  raife  a  Salivation  when  there  is 
an  Ulcer  in  the  Lungs,  and  the  Per- 

fon 
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fon  is  in  the  laft  State  of  a 

•  i  •  * 

tion. 

There  is  anpther  Circumftance 
too, which  may  deferve  thelnocula- 
tor’s  ferious  Refle&ion,  that  when 
he  injects  Matter  into  the  Blood 
this  way,  it  may  be  poflible,  and 
even  probable, to  communicate  ano¬ 
ther  Diftemper,  betides  the  Small 
Pox.  Suppofe  the  Pert’on  the 
Matter  is  taken  from, has  the  Kings 
Evil ,  the  JW,  Madnefs ,  or  fome 
other  inveterate  Difeafe  ?  What 
wou’d  be  the  Confequence  of  this 
Method  in  fuch  a  Cafe  ?  I  am  fure 
the  Inoculator  can  give  me  no  Rea- 
fon,  why  it  thou’d  not  convey  one 
Diftemper  as  well  as  the  other ; 
Nay,  if  a  Diftemper,  as  is  the  rea¬ 
soning  of  the  InoculatorSj  always  ge¬ 
nerates  one  of  the  Jame  kind ,  the 

"  ‘  Patient 
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Patient  muft  unqueftionably  re¬ 
ceive  whatever  is  thus  ingrafted . 

But  befides  the  fix  Soldiers  we 
have  mentioned,  there  is  nothing 
adds  more  to  the  confirmation  of 
the  ill  Effects  proceeding  from  fuch 
Ingraftments,than  the  Cafe  Dr.  cDol- 
hond  relates,  of  a  Mufcovite  Soldier 
at  the  Battel  of  Almanza:  He 

found,  it  feems,  no  immediate  Im¬ 
ps  [p,  on  from  Inoculation,  but  fix 
Weeks  after  he  was  feized  with  a 
Frenzy ,  and  his  Body  fwelTd ,  as  if 
he  had  been  poyfoned ,  of  which  he 
died  fuddenly.  Upon  opening  him, 
his  Lungs  were  ulcerated  •  and  it 
was  the  ^concurrent  Opinion  of 
Dr.  Helvetius,  now  Phyfician  to  the 
King  of  France ,  and  two  of  the 
King  of  Spains  Phyficians,  that  the 
infilled.  Matter  had  thrown  it  felf 

upon 
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upon  that  Vital  <Part1  and  occaficn- 
ed  his  Death  in  this  manner. 

As  to  the  remarkable  Cafe  of 
Captain  Hujfart ,  we  will  take  it 
from  Dr.  Dolbonde's  own  words, 
In  the  Tear  1701,  being  in  Flan¬ 
ders,  there  ‘was  committed  to  my 
Care ,  fays  he,  by  Monfieur  le  Due 
de  Guiche,  Colonel  of  Dragoons ,  one 
Captain  Huflart,  taken  ill  of  the 
Small  Pox,  ‘who  exprefs'd  himfelf 
in  thefe  very  ‘words •  Ten  Tears 
ago  1  was  inoculated  jive  or  fix  t  imes , 
without  that  t  urfed  Invention  s  taking 
Effebl  upon  me  ;  mujl  I  then  Terijh  ? 
He  was  fo  violently  feized ,  that  he 
had  feveral  Ulcers  on  his  Body , 
efpecially  one  on  his  Arm ,  which  oc~ 
caftoned  a  Lamenefs  thereof  which 
was  incurable. 


For 
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For  my  part,  Sir,  I  confefs,  I 
am  neither  acquainted  with  this 
Phyfician,  nor  his  Character,  but 
we  can  have  no  Reafon  to  queftion 
his  Veracity,  when  the  Magijlracy 
of  BoJi  on  took  his  Affidavit  of  thefe 
Faffs^  and  the  Phyficians  and  Sur¬ 
geons  there,  upon  his  Reprefentati- 
on  folely ,  came  to  feveral  Refoluti- 
ons,  in  order  to  flop  the  Progrefs 
of  this  Experiment;  and,  we  hear 
iince,  a  Bill  is  pafs’d  to  hinder 
the  fpreading  of  fnfeffion  by  inocu¬ 
lation. 


1  hope  thefe  Faffs  will  have  the 
fame  weight  here,  fince  the  Expe¬ 
riment  is  as  Hazardous ,  as  ’tis  Ufe- 
lefs  y  and  every  Day,  I  am  afraid, 
will  produce  more  Examples  of  the 
Ralhnefs  of  the  Project,  as  well  as 
the  Infatuation  of  the  People.  And 

when- 


whenever  the  Seafon  appears  lefj 
favourable  than  the  prefent,  which 
indeed,  for  this  laft  Year  has  been 
fo  in  an  extreme  degree,  and  more 
fo  than  for  Twenty  Years  laftpaft, 
I  am  confident  we  (hall  find  the  Di- 
ftemper  equally  as  dangerous,  as 
when  ’tis  taken  in  the  common 
Way*  Neither  is  it  fufficient  to 
fugged:,  that  then  they  will  not  at-* 
tempt  the  Operation,  fince,  from 
what  has  been  oblerved  from  the 
Family  of  Mr.  Batt,  and  the  Town 
of  Hertford ,  the  Confequences  will 
at  all  Times  and  Seafons  be  per¬ 
nicious  to  private  Families,  and 
deftru&ive  of  the  puklick  Wel¬ 
fare. 

When  not  only  thofe  who  are 
inoculated,  but  thofe  infe&ed  from 
them,  lhall  die  of  the  Diftem- 

,  G  per. 
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per,  ’tis  time  for  every  Tarent  to 
examine  what  he  is  doing,  and  for 
the  Jnoculator  to  confider  that  he  is 
anfwerable  for  all  the  Conferences. 
This  is  fuch  a  way  of  venturing 
upon  frefent  Death ,  for  fear  of  dy * 
ing  Thirty,  perhaps,  or  Forty  Years 
afterwards  by  this  Diftemper,  that 
no  People  who  have  common 
Refolution  to  fupport  themfclves 
under  Afflictions^  or  who  have 
common  Senfe  to  guide  them  in 
their  Enquiries,  can  ever  be  de¬ 
lighted  with  the  Thoughts  of  it. 
When  ’twas  firft  broach’d  among 
us,  ’twas  affirm’d  to  be  fo  Safe  and 
Ufefulj  that  there  was  no  occafion 
for  Phyficians  \  and  yet,  ’tis  noto¬ 
rious ,  that  they  have  call’d  out  for 
their  AJJijlance,  when  it  has  been 
too  late  to  extinguilh,  or  allay  the 
Flame. 

'  But 
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But  the  Inoculators  have  not  on¬ 
ly  kid  down  Portions  which  are 
wrong-,  but  have  contradicted  one 
another  fo,  and  themfelves  too  in 
their  feveral  Accounts,  that  ’tis  a 
difficulty  to  know  which  of  them, 
or  which  fart  of  their  Works,  may 
be  belt  credited.  One  of  them  fets 
out  with  acquainting  us,  what  kind 
of  Small  Pox  is  given  by  this  Ex¬ 
periment,  and  allures  us,  that  the 
ID  if  order  before  the  Kruption  is  jo 
very  flight  and  gentle ,  that  in  firiCf- 
nefs  of  Sfeech  it  cannot  be  caWd  a 
Difeafe ,  and  is  fo  far  from  a  Fever ^ 
that  it  fcarce  deferves  the  Name  of 
a  Febricula .  It  has ,  continues  he, 
none  of  the  ufual  Complaints  of  Fain 
in  the  Back ,  Vomitings^  Head-achs , 
7'birfly  Inquietude  ^  or  the  like.  The 
Fufules  never  Fit ,  and  are  feldom 
from  above  Ten  to  an  Hundred , 

G  2  Had 

* 
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Had  all  his  Cafes  exactly  agreed 
in  all,  or  moil  Points,  with  this  Re¬ 
lation,  it  wou’d  have  been  un¬ 
doubtedly  an  Encouragement  that 
would  have  invited  the  moftTime- 
rous,  as  well  as  the  moft  Beautiful 
of  the  fair  Sex,  to  be  fond  of  this 
Pra&ice  j  but  the  Misfortune  is, 
that  the  AmbaJfadoFs  Son ,  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  was  Hot  and  Thirfiy^ 
Mr.  Coifs  Child  very  1U  and  Fe- 
verijh ,  from  the  20th  to  the  a  2d, 
as  was  one  of  Mr.  Heath's  Sons  be¬ 
fore  the  Eruption,  whom  he  allows 
to  have  had  a  great  Load  of  the 
continued  J mall  kind.  He  attributes 
this  to  his  wetting  his  Feet  in  Wa¬ 
ter  ;  and.  concludes,  that  the  World 
could  not  have  faved  his  Fife ,  had 
he  taken  this  cJ)iftemger  by  In - 
feclum. 


How 
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How  far,  Sir,  this  may  be  an 
Argument  with  others,  I  cannot 
fay,  yet  it  certainly  ought  to  be 
none  with  this  Inoculator,  unlefs 
he  has  forgot  how  the  poorer  Peo¬ 
ple  in  his  own  Countrey,  often  run 
about  with  the  Small  Pox  upon 
them,  without  either  Shoes  or 
Stockings ;  or,  what  Dr  Sydenham 
has  ad vifed  on  fuch  Occafions ;  who 
would  have  told  him,  perhaps,  that 
the  Boy,  had  it  not  been  for  this 
fortunate  Accident ,  muft  infallibly 
have  died.  If  the  Mifcarriage  he 
faw  at  Conflantinoph ,  which  1  fup- 
pofe  was  fome  Body  who,  in  plain 
Englifh ,  died  of  the  Inoculated  Sort, 
is  grounded  on  no  better  a  Real'on 
than  this,  ’tis  an  Exception  to  eve¬ 
ry  thing  elfe  he  has  laid  down,  and 
a  full  Confutation  of  his  whole  Trea- 
tife.  I  could  Name  the  Lord 

i  l  '  ‘  '  -  1 
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r—'  S  Son ,  and  many  others  here, 
befides  thofe  who  have  dyd^  who 
have  been  upon  the  very  Brink  of 
this  Mifcarriage  he  has  fpoken  of ; 
and  they  tell  us  from  New  Eng¬ 
land ,  of  fome  breeding  JVomen  who, 
in  the  true  Senfe  of  the  Word,  have 

s'  1 

actually  Mifcarried  under  this  Ex* 
perimento 


As  to  Dr.  Nettleton' s  Defer!  pti- 
on  of  this  Diftemper,  it  feems  a 
fair  and  open  Declaration  of  what, 
he  tells  us,  he  faw  himfelf.  About 
the  Seventh  Day^  he  fays,  the 
Symptoms  of  the  Fever  begin  to 
Ihew  themfelves,  which  are  the 
fame  we  obferve  in  the  Small  "pox 
of  the  dijlinS  kind ,  a  quick  Pulfe , 
great  Heat0  and  ‘jTbirJl ;  and  fome- 
times  they  run  fo  high3  that  he  has 


a 


(  55  ) 

Opiate ,  and  once  or  twice  to  have 
recourfe  to  Bhjlers . 

This,  Sir,  however  it  may  be 
true,  is  very  different  from  th,e 
other,  we  have  mentioned,  and  as 
they  vary  from  one  another  in 
their  Accounts,  as  much  as  the 
Diftemper  differs  from  it  felff  in 
various  Subjects,  they  can  never 
have  any  Weight  with  any  reafona- 
ble  and  thinking  Man,  or  be  able 
to  perfwade  the  World  of  the  Ufe- 
fulnefs  and  Safety  of  this  Me¬ 
thod. 

If  the  Experiment  be  regular  anti 
certain  in  Turkey ,  as  Timoni  averrs, 
’tis  furprizing  it  fhould  appear  in 
fuch  a  diversity  of  Shapes  among 
us.  Tis  enough,  methinks,  to 
make  one  believe,  that  as  he  had 

feen 
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feen  but  little  of  the  Practice  him* 
felf,  he  was  impofed  on,  and  took 
it  upon  Truft  from  thofe  who* 
thro’  Ignorance  or  Defign,  deceived 
him.  Yet  there  are  fome  Expreffi- 
ons  drop’d  by  him,  which  are  an 
Exception  to  his  whole  Dottrine  : 
Sometimes,  he  fays,  the  Eruption 
is  too  fudden ,  and  of  the  flux’d 
hind ;  and  if  the  Patient  dies,  as  he 
gives  us  one  Example  or  two,  he 
makes  ufe  of  the  fame  Subterfuge 
which  fervesthe  turn  at  prefent  with 
us,  that  he  had  taken  them  by  the 
common  Method. 

But  if  this  fort  was  always  fo 
mild  in  Turkey,  and  the  common 
Small  Pox  generally  Mortal ,  I  can¬ 
not  imagine  but  the  Native  Turks , 
ftupid  as  they  are,  notwithftanding 

their  favourite  Doctrine  of  Fatali- 
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tjj  by  feeing  the  Succefs  of  this 
Experiment  every  Day  with  their 
own  Eyes,  for  many  Years  together , 
would  have  been  convinc'd  long 
before  this,  and  have  practic’d  it 
among  themfelves :  Yet  neither 
this  Author,  nor  any  one  befides, 
pretends  to  give  us  an  Inftance  of 
an  Inoculated  Turk,  Tylarini  al¬ 
lows  this,  and  as  he  was  lels  ac¬ 
quainted  with  this  Practice  than 
the  other,  his  whole  Relation, 
which  is  in  many  things  contra - 
didory  to  Timoni}  was  taken,  as 
he  confeffes,  from  an  old  Greek 
Woman ,  who  had  been  a  Tranp 
planter  of  it  many  Years.  In  the 
very  fil'd  Inftance  he  gives,  of  his 
own  Knowledge,  of  the  Four  Sons 
of  aPerfort  of  Condition,  who  un¬ 
derwent  the  Operation ,  one  of  them 
had  the  Confluent  Kind,  He  leems 

H  indeed 
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indeed  to  give  entire  Credit  to  what 
the  Woman  told  him  of  the  Succefs 
in  general ;  yet  does  not  fay,  that 
the  Inoculated  Pox  is  always  Rjgu - 
lar ,  but  acknowledges  a  Variety  of 
Sorts,  and  thit  Abjcejfes  often  pro¬ 
ceed  from  ill  Management. .  And 

O 

altho’  his  Method  of  doing  it  with 
Needles ,  as  we  obferved  before, 
is  different  from  the  prefent  Rajhi* 
on ;  However,  he  lays  it  down  as 
certain,  that  *  performing  it  any  0- 
ther  *way ,  will  be  alfurd ,  not  cujlo- 
mary ,  • without  fuccefs ,  and  of  the 
moll  jatal  Conference. 

Thus,  if  we  compare  thefe  very 
Authors  with  our  own  Inoculators , 
wre  (hall  find  that,  like  them,  they 

jar 

*  Pneter  hanc  operand!  formam,  aeteri  omnes 
rejiciuntur  Modi,  utpote  abfoni,  inuiltati,  male  l'uc- 
eedentes,  Infdicilque  exitus. 
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jar  and  difagree  with  one  another , 
and  with  themjelves ,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  one  would  believe  they 
were  giving  a  Relation  of  a  thing 
they  had  never  feen^  but  had  only 
had  it  by  Report. 

As  to  lncifions ,  they  All  in  gene¬ 
ral  give  a  confufed  and  contradictory 
Account  of  them  ]  fometimes  they 
are  fufficient  of  themlelves  to  carry 
off  the  Morbific  Matter  thro’  the 
Orifice ,  without  ‘Pimples  ;  at  other 
times  fome  Pimples  are  requifite, 
but  at  all  times  the  more  is  dif~ 
charged  by  thefe  Sores^  the  lejs  is 
the  Eruption ;  which  may  be  proved 
to  be  falfe  in  Fad ,  in  aimoft  every 
Tryal  that  has  been  made,  Nor 
is  it  any  Myftery,  that  Matter 
fhoujd  be  thus  difcharged  from  an 

H  a  Inci- 
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Jncifion.  Every  Surgeon  knows, 
that  when  a  JVound  is  made  in  any 
part,  it  will  inflame^  fufgurate ,  and 
often,  in  an  ill  habit,  mortifie. 
We  meet  frequently  with  thefe 
Cafes  from  Blood-letting •  and  I  have 
heard  of  very  unfortunate  Occidents , 
which  have  happened  to  fome  of 
the  fir'll  Rank  from  this  ingrafting 
Method  ;  and,  in  fome  others,  I 
am  informed,  from  Perfons  of  In¬ 
tegrity  and  Skill ,  that  this  very 
Matter  has  been  tranllated  on  the 
Bones ,  and  made  them  foul  and 
carious ,  and  in  others  again,  occa- 
fioned  an  Hettic  fever ,  which  may 
probably  end  in  a  Confumpion. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  have  recounted, 
I  believe,  mod  of  the  Inconveni- 
gndes  a  riling  from  this  Experi¬ 
ment  ; 
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ment ;  I  have  obferved  that  it  may 
differ  from  it  felf ,  as  practifed  in 
another  Climate ;  that  ’tis  not  agree¬ 
able  to  Reafon ,  that  the  Pofitions 
of  the  favourers  of  Inoculation  are 
falje,  and  their  Practice  as  precari¬ 
ous;  that  fome  have  had  tbeDijlem- 
per  not  at  all ,  others  to  a  [mall  de¬ 
gree,  others  the  vuor ft  fort ,  and  that 
fome  have  died  of  it.  I  have  given 
Inftances  of  thofe,  who  have  had  it 
after  Inoculation  in  the  common 
way  ;  and  confequently,  as  ’tis  ha¬ 
zardous,  fo  -twill  neither  anfwer 
the  main  Deftgn  of  preventing  the 
Diftemper  for  the  future.  I  have 
confidered  what  the  Effects  may 
be  of  inoculating  on  an  ill  Habit , 
and  how  deftru&ive  it  may  prove 
to  fpread  a  Diftemper  that  is  Con¬ 
tagious  ;  and  how  widely  at  length 
the  Authors  in  this  Subject  difagree 

among 
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among  themfelves,  and  how  little 
they  have  feen  of  the  Pra&ice.  All 
which  feem  to  me  to  be  juft  and 
neceffary  Confequences  of  thefe 
Newfangled  Notions ,  as  well  as 
convincing  Reafons  for  the  Tifufe 
of  this  Pra&ice.  And  upon  the 
whole  that  has  been  faid,  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me,  as  I  perfwade  my 
felf  it  will  to  every  one,  that  the 
Infufing  fuch  a  Malignity  into  the 
Blood,  is  the  Foundation  of  many 
terrible  Difeafes ,  as  well  as  this; 
that  ’tis  abfolutely  ufelefs ,  becaufe 
it  will  not  certainly  prevent  the 
Small  Pox  a  fecond  time  ;  and  as 
it  tends  to  begin,  to  propagate  and 
to  continue  an  Infection  in  a  Place, 
which  other  wife  would  be  free 
from  it;  ’tis  repugnant  to  common 
Senfe,  of  the  moft  pernicious  Confe¬ 
rence  to  a  Populous  and  Trading 

City , 
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City,  and  entirely  deftrutiive  to 
the  Good  of  the  Publick,  and  the 
very  Being  and  Intention  of  a  Com¬ 
munity. 

Befides,  as  it  has  been  pra&ifed 
commonly  upon  Children ,  it  fcarce 
amounts  to  a  fair  Tryal ;  fince 
hardly  One  in  an  Hundred  have 
died  of  the  natural  fort  in  this  Sea- 
fon.  Nor  is  it  neceflary  on  the  other- 
hand  to  ingraft  every  one  who  has 
not  had  it,  becaufe  we  have  many 
Inftances  of  fuch,who,all  their  Life¬ 
times,  have  efcaped,  and  who  will 
not,  and  in  all  probability  cannot 
catch  this  Difeafe.  Among  many 
whom  I  could  mention  for  being 
Converfant  with  this  Diftemper, 
Mr.  Nicholfon ,  the  prefent  M after 
of  the  ^Apothecary s  Company ,  is  ail 
unqueftionable  Inftance;  who  from 

the 
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the  Extenfivenefs  of  his  Bulinefs, 
for  near  Fifty  Tears  together,  has 
attended  as  many  perhaps  in  this 
Diftemper,  as  any  Man  now  living, 
and  as  he  never  lay  under  the  leaft 
Apprehenhoii)  fo  he  had  never  the 
leaft  Diforder  on  that  Account. 

For  my  part,  Sir,  as  it  had  my 
mjh  es ,  fo  none  Ihould  more 
readily  have  countenanc'd  this  Me¬ 
thod  than  my  felf,  would  it  have 
anfwer’d  the  CharaBer  the  Inocu- 
lators  firft  gave  it.  Had  it  been 
always  flighty  gentle ,  fafe  and  ufe~ 
fuf  with  all  thofe  alluring  Efi- 
thets  they  beftow’d  on  it;  had 
none  had  above  an  Hundred , 
or  T'wo  Hundred  Tujlules ,  and 
no  one  died  of  it  in  the  fface  of  fe* 
veral  Tears ;  and  had  there  been 
no  Inftance  of  any  one's  being  evef 

again 
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again  infected ,  who  had  had  any 
TPufiules  at  ail ,  how  few  foever , 
raifed  by  Inoculation ,  no  Body  would 
have  fooner  fubfcribed  to  it  than 
my  felf.  I  fhould  always  have 
look’d  upon  it  as  the  greateft  blef- 
ling  to  our  Country,  and  have 
thought  the  Perfon  who  tranf- 
planted  it  among  us,  could  never 
have  been  too  well  Rewarded,  or 
have  had  too  great  Honours  con- 
ferr’d  on  him,  for  fo  beneficial  and 
fo  important  a  Service.  I  know  no 
Phyfician,  was  it  not  the  ‘Duty  of 
his  Calling,  wTho  would  defire  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  worft 
kind  of  the  confluent  Small  Pox  ^ 
for  although  the  Difeale  it  felf  is 
generally  as  Mortal  as  the  Tlague , 
and  he  does  every  thing  that  be¬ 
comes  him  as  a  Man  of  Integrity 

I  and 
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and  Knowledge  in  his  Profeffion, 
yet  frequently,  thro’  the  Humour 
and  Caprice  of  thofe  about  the  Pa¬ 
tient,  it  fhall  be  attributed  to  him 
as  a  Crime ,  becaufe  he  cannot  per¬ 
form  a  thing  which  is  miraculous  , 
and  gut  a  flog  to  the  hand  of  Pro¬ 
vidence. 

& 
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Pardon  me,  Sir,  for  giving  you 
the  Trouble  of  this  tedious  Letter, 
on  a  Subject,  which  no  one  better 
underftands,  than  your  ielf:  I 
have  given  my  Sentiments  freely, 
and,  I  confefs,  in  an  unaccu- 
rate  Drefs ;  however,  I  have 
this  Pleafure,  that,  in  relati¬ 
on  to  this  Pra&ice,  they  concur 
with  your  Oginion ,  which  is  al¬ 
ways  grounded  on  the  beft  Rea- 
fons,  flowing  from  repeated  Ob- 

fervations, 
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fervations,  and  the  mod  diftin- 
guifh’d  Judgment. 

I  cannot  but  think  with  you,  I 
own,  that  ’tis  unbecoming  Men  of 
Skill,  to  take  up  Notions  in  a  cafe 
of  this  Confequence,  meerly  upon 
the  Tradition  of  others,  and  thofe 
perhaps  not  the  beft  Judges,  for 
the  fake  of  complying  with  the 
common  Vogue ,  which  a  thing 

fo  New  may  eafily  obtain.  I 
dare  lay,  you  wou’d  be  glad 

to  find  your  felf  deceiv’d  in 
your  Thoughts  of  this  Method; 
and,  as  an  inftance,  you  can  re¬ 
nounce  any  Error  when  once 
difcover’d,  tho’  you  believ’d 
’twas  improbable  a  true  regular 
Small  Jr  ox  cou’d  be  convey’d  by 
Inoculation ,  I  have  heard  you  of¬ 
ten  fay,  you  was  ready  to 

I  2  own 


/ 


I 
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own  your  felf  miftaken  in  that 
Point. 

J 

This  indeed,  upon  the  whole, 
is  the  only  Convittion  which  we  have 
hitherto  had,  in  regard  to  this 
Operation,  that  fometimes  at  lead: 
it  may  give  the  genuine  fort.  I 
have  already  mention’d  the  ill 
Effeds,  which  too  often  natural¬ 
ly  attend  it;  And  as  the  Expe¬ 
riment  ftands  at  prefent,  in  re¬ 
lation  to  private  People,  attempt¬ 
ing  it  at  a  venture ,  among  them- 
felves,  ’tis  difficult  to  fay  what 
vuorfe  ufe  may  be  made  of  it. 
Certain  it  is,  that  if  fome  future 
Inoculator  can  be  drawn  into  any 
ill  Defign,  he  might  be  as  fure  of 
a  Method  of  filently  communi¬ 
cating  any  Toyfon ,  as  they  are  in 

thole 


/ 
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I 

thofe  Nations,  the  moft  famous  for 
this  artful  Pradice. 


As  to  what  concerns  this  little 
Treatife,  I  am  not  much  in  pain 
about  it ;  I  have  laid  the  Fads  be¬ 
fore  you,  fome  of  which  I  was  an 
Eye-witnefs  of,  and  you  of  o- 
thers ;  They  carry  their  own 
Weight  with  them,  and  fpeak  for 

themfelves ;  and  whenever  the 
contrary  can  by  Experience  be 

demonf  rated ,  as  none  will  be  bet¬ 
ter  pleas’d,  I  know, '  than  your 
felf,  not  with  handing  your  prefent 
reafonable  Doubts,  fo  none  Ihall 
more  willingly  acquiefce  in  this 
Method ,  than, 
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Tour  Humble  Servant, 


W.  WagftafFe. 
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■SIR, 

**i**BJ»I  N  C  E  I  finifh’d  this,  I  have 

1^*&^Cass^Qi&*>&'  ,  1  ,  r-  1  r  ^  -r 

gg  had  the  perufal  of  feme  Let> 
C|  ter s,  which  Dr*  Alexander 


Stuart  has  receiv’d  from 
*^*sp>*4* i^***^^  Dr.  William  Douglafs^  a  Phy® 
fician  of  the  belt  Credit  and  Praftice  at 
Bujlon  in  New  England,  It  feems  fome  of 
the  Reverend  Divines  there,  upon  reading 
the  Account  of  Inoculation  in  the  Philofo ** 
phical  Tranjaffions ,  took  it  into  their  Heads 
to  put  it  in  Practice ;  and  did  fo,  not  only 
againft  the  Opinion  of  the  Praciifing  Pb y* 
ficians  of  the  Place,  but  direftly  againft 
theConfentof  theMagiftracy  :  With  what 
Succefc,  the  following  Extraits  will  beft 
fhew. 

Extra,!  of  the  fir fl  LETTER,: 

Bolton,  Dec.  2G,  1721. 

IN  the  fix  ft  Tryals,  the  Eruption  Fever  of 

B — Son  and  old  Mr.  M - b,  ftartled 

the  Inoculators ;  but,  as  Perfons  fcorning  to 


K 


give 


(*) 

give  out,  and  in  Contempt  of  the  Guardians, 
or  Seledt  Men  of  the  Town,  who  forbid  the 
Pradtice,  as  alfo  contrary  to  the  declared 
Opinion  of  the  Pra&itioners  in  Phyfick ,  they 
make  a  fecond  Attempt  on  a  few,  with  in¬ 
different  good  Succefs.  At  length  many  in¬ 
oculated  i Suffer  much  Mrs.  D- — l  (and  others 
whom  Time  may  bring  to  Light)  Dies  of  it : 
Then  they  gave  out,  that  the  Infection  was 
fo  universal,  that  it  was  likely  all  the  in¬ 
oculated  had  received  the  Infection  the  com* 
mon  Way,  and  the  Difference  of  Climate 
from  that  in  the  Levant ,  was  the  Reafon 
of  the  Eruptions  being  more.  They  feem 
to  intermit  the  Practice  for  fome  time-,  but 
left  it  fhould  be  taken  for  Recanting ,  they 
Rally  once  more,  and  with  Precaution  inocu¬ 
late  thofe  who  coulc]  not  be  fufpected  of 
having  received  the  Infection  in  the  natural 
Way,  for  fome  Da^vs  pretty  lucky  but  foon 
after,  feveral  of  the  inoculated  Die)  and  many 
Suffer  much.  Now  they  fay  the  Winter 
Seafon  will  not  do,  tho5  this  is  the  only  Sea- 
fon  recommended  by  their  Authors :  So  that, 
with  various  Succefs,  it  has  been  pradtifed 
fince  the  middle  of  June  to  this  time,  on 
about  two  Hundred  Subjedts. 

Timonius  and  Pylarinus  in  lorne  things 
Clafl)  *  the  fir  ft  fays  it  came  from  Afta}  the 
other  from  Greece,  Timonius  fays  it  has  been 

practifed  lor  about  the  Space  of  Forty  Years 

among 
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among  the  Turks,  and  others  at  Conflantino • 
pie .  Pylarinus  (the  lateft  Author)  fays,  that 
the  Turks  only  would  not  come  into  it,  be- 
caule  Repugnant  to  their  Dodtrine  of  Prede- 
ftination.  Thus  one  would  think,  they  were 
writing  concerning  a  thing  they  had  rather 
heard,  than  feen  much  of,  efpecially  if  we 
take  Pylarinus*  $  own  Words,  Quamvis  de 
omnibus ,  ut  ingenue  fatear ,  oculatus  teftis  ejfe  non 
pojjum ,  meaning  all  the  Circumftances  of  this 
Operation  or  Practice  :  And  take  their  whole 
Accounts,  Phil  Tranfatt.  No  339,  347,  you  will 
find  they  do  not  know  half  fo  much,  as  we  do 
at  prefent  in  our  fhort  Inoculation  Practice  • 
v.  9.  the  Operatrix  fays,  the  Pus  of  the  artifi¬ 
cial  Small  Pox  is  ineffectual  for  further  tranfplan - 
tation Pylarinus ,  its  true  conjedtures  (not  having 
try’d  it)  that  it  may  be  more  benign  and  more 
effedtual  5  but  We  have  put  it  in  practice  and 
fuffer'd  thereby.  Pylarinus  forbids  Flefh  and 
Wine  for  Forty  Days,  becaufe  fome  who  have 
erred  in  that  Point  have  run  great  Hazards 
by  frefli  Eruptions:  Timonim  fays,  none  that 
ever  us’d  it,  dyed  of  the  Small  Pox  *  and  ip 
another  Place  mentions  two  inoculated  Chil¬ 
dren  who  dyed ,  but,  fays  he,  it  was  of  a  Ca- 
cochymy  ^  We  to  our  fad  Experience  know, 
that  fever al  have  dyed ,  He  fays  without  Re- 
ferve,  they  who  have  this  Inoculation  prac¬ 
tis’d  upon  them;  are  fubjedl  to  very  flight 
Symptoms  *,  and  in  another  Place,  of  Fifty 
who.  were  inoculated  about  the  fame  time, 

K  2  F  ou 

* 
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I  our  had  the  Symptoms  worfe,  and  came  near 
the  Confluent  Kind,  as  we  have  alfo  learned  in 
our  Experience.  Several  of  the  inoculated  at 
Bojlon ,  when  I  infinuated  the  Danger  of  having, 
after  fome  time,  the  Small  Pox  in  the  common 
way,  told  me  it  could  not  poihbly  happen,  be¬ 
cause  their  eruption  Fever  was  more  violent  than 
generally  in  the  common  way* 

» 

There  is  not  a  Race  of  Men  on  Earth  more 
falfe  I  pars  [viz.  Negroe  Slaves’]  their  Accounts 
of  what  was  done  in  their  Country,  was  never 
depended  upon  till  now  for  Arguments  fake. 
Many  Negroes  to  my  knowledge,  have  affur’d 
their  Mafters,  that  they  had  the  Small  Pox  in 
their  own  Countrey,  or  elfewhere,  and  have 
now  had  it  in  Bojlon .  Some  of  Dr.  Ms  ittocu - 
culated  Army  have  had  the  fame  Fate  •,  which 
might  ferve  as  an  Argument,  that  the  inoculated 

may  have  the  Small  Pox  afterwards  in  the  com* 
mon  way. 

Their  Hi  Rory  0f  its  Succefs  is  fhortly  this: 
At  firjl  they  gave  outy  that  it  was  a  method  not 
Infecting,  procuring  only  a  fmall  quantity  of  Erup~ 
lions,  hut  never  Death ,  nor  any  had  Confequence, 

and  *  was  an  infallible  Security  againjl  ever  after 
having  the  Small  Fox. 

foon  found  it  infefting 5  many  have  died 
of  the  Infe&ion  received  from  the  Inoculated , 
whofe  Deaths,  in  a  great  meafurc,  lie  at  the 

Incculators 


Inoculators  Doors.  Then  the  Parfons  gave  up  this 
Point,  but  continued  to  maintain  the  reft,  till 
they  found  fome  of  the  Inoculated  with  immenfe 
Number  of  Pujhiles.  This  they  attribute  to  the 
difference  of  Climate,  and  being  but  Learners ; 
we  hope  in  a  little  time  to  be  more  expert  (fays 
Dr.  M.)  but  none  ever  dyi  of  it  tbefe  Forty 

Tears  ^  Then  dies  the  Inoculated  Mrs-  D - 

(befides  feveral  others  who  dyd  in  the  Crowd, 
when  tthe  Diftemper  was  Univerfal  and  at  the 
height^  for  they  acknowledge,  that  many  more 
were  htocui  tied  than  they  judged  proper  to  ?nenm 
tion ,  becaufe  of  the  Clamours  of  the  People .*) 
Some  of  the  Inoculators  faid,  fhe  received  the  In¬ 
fection  in  the  common  way,  tho’  the  mod  cau¬ 
tious  of  Women ,  and  every  thing  wrought  as 
ufual  in  Inoculation  :  Others  of  them  fay  fhe 
dy’d  of  Hyfterick  Fits ,  not  confidering  that 
Hyfterick  Fits  are  no  mortal  Diftemper  $  and  it 
betrays  not  fo  much  their  Ignorance,  as  their 
Wickednefs ,  thus  to  impofe  on  the  World*,  for 
they  certainly  muft  know,  that  moft  Per  fens 
agonizing,  have  Convulfions  andTremors,  call’d 
the  Agonies  or  Pangs  of  Death .  Their  daring 
Practice  on  Women  with  Child,  who  Mifcarried 
while  under  Inoculation,  they  do  not  mention, 
as  if  procuring  Abortion  were  a  very  innocent. 
Practice  ^  I  forbear  the  Names  of  fome  who  are 
Inftances  of  this  Wickednefs. 

Now  at  length  the  Diftemper  in  its  natural 
Courfe  abating,  feveral  who  die  under  Inocula¬ 
tion 
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ft  on,  can  no  longer  be  concealed  $  fome  of  them 
now  (ay  the  TFinter  Seafon  will  not  do,  tho  it 
be  the  only  Seafon  prefer  ib5d  by  their  Authors  5 
and  in  the  Name  of  others,  one  of  the  Xnocula- 
tors,  a  young  Confcience  keeper,  fays,  I  am  not 
at  all  Jby  to  fay ,  that  fome  may  Mif carry  wider 
it,  becaiife  God  heps  us  in  a  dependance  on  him - 
felf  in  the  ufe  of  Means-,  and  if  a  Man  dies  un r 

der  Inoculation,  he  dies  in  the  Ufe  of  Means . 

* 

As  for  the  Confequence,  Time  mull:  dear  up  ^ 
fome  we  know  whofe  Inoculation  Sores  have  been 
for  a  long  time,  and  ftill  continue  troublefome . 

My  humble  Opinion  of  Inoculation  is,  as  of 
all  bold  Experiments  of  Confequence  in  the 
PraBice  ofPhyfick,  that  whatever  the  Succefs,  or 
Confequences  may  be  (and  the  more  tryals  the 
more  light)  they  may  be  of  a  publick  Advan¬ 
tage,  tho5  at  the  Rifque  of  the  firfl:  Patients. 
If  it  anfwer,  after  Generations  will  reap  the 
Benefit  of  it  *  if  otherwife,  the  rniferable  Suf¬ 
ferers  will  be  recorded  as  bold,  rafh,  infatuated 
fools ,  the  Pra&ice  for  ever  after  abhor'd,  and 
the  Promoters  thereof  ftigmatized  as  Murde¬ 
rers,  But  for  the  following  Reafons  I  could  not 
at  prefent  comply  with  this  Novel,  Rafh,  and 
Dubious  Practice* 

1.  Foy foiling,  and  fpreading  Life  Bi  on,  are  by 

the  Penal  Laws  of  England  Felony.  Inoculation 

falls  in  with  the,  firfl:  without  any  Contradicti¬ 
on 


on  *  and  if  a  Perfon  of  fo  weak  a  Cmflitnticn, 
that  any  the  leaft  Illnefs  may  prove  fatal  to 
him,  fhould  be  Inoculated,  and  fuffer  but  the 
tenth  part  of  what  feveral  of  the  Inocitlated  have 
done,  he  muft  unavoidably  Perilh,  and  his  Ino - 
cnlator  deem’d  guilty  of  wilful  poyfoning.  This 
is  the  Reafon,  I  luppofe,  why  the  Practitioners 
of  Bofton  thought  themfelves  not  fafe  to  ven- 
ture  on  a  thing  of  fuch  Confequence.  Suppo- 
ling  only  one  in  a  Thoufand  Ihould  die  of  this 
Method,  it  cannot  with  Safety  to  the  Inocula- 
tors  be  praCtifed  without  an  Ad  of  "Parliament 9 
exempting  Inoculation  by  a  fworn  Praditioner, 
from  the  Penalties  of  Poyfojiing,  and  fpreading 

Infcdion.  I  think  B - ns  Friends  Ihould  ad- 

vile  him  to  take  his  Tryal,  while  fo  many  Ju¬ 
dicious  Magif  rates  and  Minijiers  are  in  the  Hu* 
mour  of  inoculation ,  left  any  time  hereafter, 
during  his  natural  Life,  he  be  brought  on  his 
Tryal,  either  on  the  King  s  Account,  or  by  the 
Relations. 

2.  The  Perfonal  Teftimonies  of  feveral  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  have  been  to  the  Levant ,  import¬ 
ing,  that  fame  Inoculated  have  dyd  under  it  (as 
we  have  lately  feen  feveral  amongft  our  felyes) 
others  therefore  have  been  miferable  by  its  difmal 
Effeds  and  Confequence s\  and  fome  have  had  the 
Small  Pox  in  the  natural  way  notwithjiandivg » 
But  their  Teftimonies,  fays  Dr.  C.  M.  are  not 
worth  a  Straw  j  tho’  in  cafe  of  any  Felonious 

Action 
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Action  againft  himfelf,  they  would  be  Worth 
his  Neck  in  any  Court  of  Juftice . 

3.  The  Rafi  and  Mifchievom  Methods  ufed  in 
propagating  this  PraSice.  Inftead  of  contriving 
Methods  to  fecure  the  Inoculated  from  taking 
the  Infection  the  natural  way,  and  their  Neigh¬ 
bours  from  being  infe&ed  by  them,  they  Inocu¬ 
late  indifferently  in  all  Corners,  and  fet  the 
Town  all  in  a  Flame  in  one  Moment  as  it  were  $ 
many  PeriJI. J,  who  had  the  Infection  from  the 
Inoculated ,  whofe  Deaths,  perhaps,  in  foro  di- 
vino,  they  may  be  found  Guilty  of.  Their  Au¬ 
thors,  Timonius  and  Pylarimis ,  tell,  that  the 
Perfon  who  collects  the  Matter,  ought  not  to 
apply  it,  left  a  double  InfeBion  enfue  ^  and  that 
the  Advantage  of  this  Practice  is,  that  a  fuita - 
hie  Seafon ,  and  a  well  prepared  Body ,  may  be 
had  to  rencounter  the  Infeftion-,  but  thefe 
things  as  trivial  they  negled,  and  run  headlong 
as  if  puftfd  on  by  fome  Fury. 

They  do  all  they  can  to  perfwade  the  Coun¬ 
try  Towns  to  come  into  it,  tho’  they  generally 
have  efcaped  in  former  Small  Pox  times ,  and  the 
Winter  coming  on,  with  the  hard  continued 
Frojls ,  may  flop  its  progrefs. 

The  Reafons  Authority  may  have  to  con¬ 
nive  at  this,  I  do  not  pretend  to  meddle  with, 

but  delire  to  be  thankful  to  God ,  who  in  his 

wife 
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Wife  Providence  feems  to  put  a  Stop  to  their 
Career,  by  the  late  Deaths  of  feveral  inoculated . 
If  the  Inoculators  had  defign’d  a  Pubiick  Good, 
why  did  they  run  Headlong  into  it,  without 
obferving  the  Circumjiances  and  Cautions,  which 
might  have  made  it  ufeiul  >  To  begin  in  the 
Heart  of  fhe  Down,  where  was  no  tnfettion, 
to  Inoculate  all  Ages  and  Conftitutions  from 
the  very  Beginning,  without  being  firft  af* 
fured  of  its  Succefs  on  the  Young  and  Healthy : 
Why  did  they  not  Petition  the  Government , 
that  none  fhould  be  Inoculated  till  his  Name 
was  Recorded,  that  for  the  Pubiick  Good  in 
Times  to  come  it  might  be  known  who  Dyd , 
and  what  State  of  Health  they  afterwards 
enjoy’d  who  Surviv'd  and  alio  have  con¬ 
triv’d  fome  Method  that  none  might  take 
the  Infection  from  the  Inoculated .  This  Neg¬ 
lect  has  occafion’d  the  Death  of  many . 

I  am  forry  the  World  cannot  reap  that 
Benefit  from  this  Raj!)  and  Bold  Experiment, 
that  might  have  been  expedled;  T he  chief 
Promoter ,  who  fends  Accounts  Home  not  always 
to  be  depended  upon ,  is  Credulous  and  JThim- 
ftcal  \  the  Operator  is  Raj h  and  Unthinking • 
Who  knows  but  they  who  have  Dyd  or  Suf¬ 
fer'd  much  under  Inoculation,  if  they  had  had 
better  Management,  might  have  had  better 
Fate. 

We 


K 
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We  have  learnt  from  our  five  or  fix  Months 
Experience  of  Inoculation, 

J.  That  the  Small  Pox  may  fomethnes  be  commu¬ 
nicated  by  Inoculation .  I  cannot  fay  always,  be- 
caufe  fome  have  been  Inoculated  more  than  once 
before  it  wrought  ^  and  many  have  from  thence 
had  only  a  fort  of  Eruption  Fever,  but  no  ge¬ 
nuine  Small  Pox i  fo  far  as  I  am  able  to  judge. 

.  .  '  ,  -  .  -  •  t  .  J  •’  :  i  ■  :  .it  ' 

2.  That  the  Small  Pox  fo  acquired ,  is  frequently 
wore  favourable  than  in  the  common  way  of  Inf e£H~ 
on ,  and  not  altogether  fo  mortal :  What  the  dif- 
mal  Confequences  may  be,  I  fhall  not  pretend 
to  determine  •,  but  Reafon,  and  the  Teftimonies 
of  fome  Gentlemen  from  the  Levant ,  give  us 
ground  to  fufpeft. 

/ 1  :  -  •»  l  }  » . '  *  *  ’  *  .  .  •  -  »-•' 

3*  That  not  one  of  the  Inoculated,  during  the 
fpace  of  five  or  fix  Months ,  has  had  the  Small  Pox 
in  the  natural  way ,  fo  far  as  we  know  for  the 
Iiwculatorst,  in  every  thing  that  makes  againfl 
them,  by  Lyes  and  Equivocations,  endeavour  to 
keep  us  in  the  Dark. 


Ki 
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Extra?"  of  the  Second  LETTER. 

v  'NO  i  *  *  *  '  !  T  '  •  '*v‘v  \  '  '  •  *  S-  r_. 

J  /  . 

Bofton,  Feb.  if.  1722. 

UPON  the  Noife  of  Inoculation  being  at¬ 
tempted,  the  Juft  ice*  and  Select  Men  ap¬ 
pointed  a  meeting  of  all  the  P rattiti oners,  who 
unanimoufly  gave  their  Opinion  agaivjf  it,  till 
fuither  Light  ^  which  was  accordingly  puhlifhed 
by  the  Seled  Men  and  the  Practice  is  forbidden  • 
but  by  the  Inftigation  of  this  Man  and  his  Ac¬ 
complices,  they  proceed  in  Contempt  of  theMa- 
giftrates,  and  in  Contradict  on  to  the  B  atfi- 
t loners . 

**  *  .  '•  -  i 

We  all  know  that  feveral  have  died  of  the 
Practice,  and  that  many  have  Jufered  much. 
How  trifling  is  it  ror  us,  who  have  had  the  Expe¬ 
rience  ot  Two  or  Three.  Hundred  Irocidated, to  ap¬ 
peal  to  a  Mail,  who  onlv  Conjecture1; 'it  may  be 
of  ufe,  and  has  not  had  the  opportunity  of  ad¬ 
ducing  more  than  two  In  fiances,  and  thefe  of 
Children ,  whofe  Age  might  contribute  to  their 
having  them  avourable  either  wav  :  I  mean 
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Since  my  laft  fn  you,  the  Small  pox  has  made 
little  or  no  progrefs  in  the  Couutrey.  Our  News 
Papers  tell  us  that  in  dome  downs  it  N  entirely 
sealed,  in  others  much  abated.  Who  then,  but 

K  2  Madmen, 
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Madmen,  would  have  advifed  Inoculation  in 
the  fevereft  Seaion  to  thofe,  who  are  like  for 
ever  to  efcape  the  Small  Pox >  In  this  Town  Se¬ 
veral  Hundreds  have  efcaped,  and  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  many  more  might  have  efcaped ,  (as  was 
the  Cafe  Nineteen  Years  ago)  if  Inoculation  had 
not  rendred  the  InfeBion  fo  univerfal  and  intenfe . 
Laft  Small  Pox,  the  Months  of  the  greateft 
Mortality  ( December ,  a  fevere  Winter  Month ) 
did  not  exceed  Eighty  Perfor.s  *  at  this  time  the 
Month  of  the  greater  Mortality  ( OBober ,  a  fa¬ 
vourable  Autumn  Month)  exceeded  Four  Hun - 
dred  Burials,  which  is  more  than  all  that  dfd 
of  the  Small  Pox  Nineteen  Years  ago.  For  the 
three  Months  of  September ,  OBober ,  and  Novem¬ 
ber  laid,  in  which  Inoculation  prevailed,  the 
Town  was  a  meer  Hofpital,  and  we  bury’d  Se¬ 
ven  Hundred  and  Sixty  Perfons.  The  laft  Small 
Pox  Spread  gradually  in  the  extent  of  Ten  or  a 
Dozen  Months,  and  vaft  Numbers  efcaped.  Ino¬ 
culation  of  the  Small  Pox  this  time  fet  us  all  in 
a  Flame  *,  and  in  half  the  time  leaves  few  Peo¬ 
ple  exempt  from  its  ffttge.  With  what  Face 
can  any  Man  call  our  Methods  of  Inoculation  a 
regular  Procedure  ? 

I  heartily  wi(h  Suceefs  to  this  and  all  other 
Means  dtfignel  to  alleviate  the  Epidemick  Di- 
ftempers,  incident  to  Mankind  5  whether  cafu- 
ally  difcovcred,  or  ingenioufly  contriv’d  by 
the  Sms  of  Jtfculapius:  But  Ralhnefs,  and 

Headftrong 
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Headftrong  irregular  procedure,  I  {hall  for  ever 
exclaim  againft,  efpecially  that  deteftableWick- 
ednefs  of  fpreading  the  Infeftion . 

I  appeal  to  the  Town,  if  fome  Negroes,  who 
in  Confidence  of  having  had  the  Small  Pox  be¬ 
fore  by  Inoculation,  did  attend  the  Sick,  were 
not  taken  ill  of  the  Small  Pox ,  and  dfd :  The 
laft  inftance,  I  think,  was  not  long  ago  at 
Marblehead . 

Extras  of  the  Third  LETTER. 

»  ■  i 

Bofton,  April  27,  1722, 

INoculation  in  this  Place  has  much  loft  its 
Credit,  and  does  not  go  forward  at  prefent : 
The  Lower  Houfe,  or  Reprefentatives  in  Afiem- 
bly,  pafied  a  Bill  rejlrittivg  that  Practice  under 
fevere  Penalties,  next  to  forbidding  the  fame 
but  our  Governor,  (a  Man  devoted  to  Mx.  Ma¬ 
ther,  and  a  great  ftickler  for  Inoculation)  with 
the  Council,  would  not  pafs  it,  until  they  heard 
how  that  Practice  was  received  in  England. 

I  defign  fhortly  to  fend  you  a  full  Account 
of  the  Succefs  of  our  Inoculation  of  the  Small 
Pox  in  this  Place  $  all  I  fhall  fay  at  prefent  is 
general,  viz* 
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It  has  not  been  to  favourable  as  out  Levant 
Authors' have  wrote-,  fome  have  been  Inocula¬ 
ted  more  than  once  before  it  took  effeft-,  others 
it  never  wrought  with  in  the  leaft  •,  many  from 
thence  had  only  a  few  dry  Eruptions,  foon  dis¬ 
appearing^  and  perhaps  may  not  be  Secure 
againft  receiving  the  Infection  in  the  natural 
way.  Sometime  hence  ;  fome  had  a  good  diftindt 
Pock,  with  a  regular  Courfe  as  the  natural,  did 
well,  and  do  now  look  healthy.  Several  have 
dfd  i  fome  who  Survived,  had  the  confluent  Sort; 
many  were  very  full -,  Some  Women  Suffered 
Abortion ;  one  loft  her  Sight  fome  were  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  lofing  their  Limbs,  by  an  afflux  of  Hu¬ 
mours  to  the  Sores  of  their  Inciflons-,  on  Some 
the  place  of  Incifion  continues  to  have  a  dry 
crafty  Scab.  There  are  who,  after  being  Several 
Months  abroad,  by  the  running  of  their  Incifi- 
ons,  have  infeBed  their  Neighbours. 

All  of  them,  while  Ill  and  their  Sores  run¬ 
ning,  have  a  fat  or  peculiar  to  Inoculation -, 
they’ all,  while  Ill,  complain  much  of  their 
Head,  and  dejeftion  of  Spirits;  and  therefore 
it  is  that  Mr.  Mather,  in  his  Publications,  fays^ 
it  is  not  to  be  pvaclifed  on  Hyflerwk  and  Hy¬ 
pochondriacal  People.  Some  People '  ohferve, 
that  it  alters  their  Complexion,  and  they 
that  have  been  Inoculated,  do  not  appear 
fo  •healthy,  as  t.ofe  who  have  had  the  Small 


(  *5  ) 

Pox  by  the  natural  Infe&ion.  Many  who 
had  a  favourable  Opinion  of  it,  have  alter’d 
their  Minds-,  and  the  Inoculated  are  pointed 
at  as  Perlons  having  fomething  Angular. 


